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Landmarks Association Presents
Preservation Week 2009

It is almost May and that are threatened with demolitionendar complete with our own
means Preservation Wee and/or by neglect. May is also aPreservation Week activities a
2009 will soon be here. This time in St. Louis for numerouswell as information on dozen
year from May 916, Land- area home tours including one®f other events taking plac
marks has put together a jan in Lafayette Park, Old North throughout our area. Onc
packed week of events, includ and the Central West End. Itisy ou 6 r e done r
ing tours, lectures, films anc also a perfect month for biking,articles in your newsletter, sim-
our Most Enhanced Awards walking and cemetery tours,ply remove pages-8, the cen-
Ceremony (May 15), where we yard-sales, floral shows, booktral section, to keep as you
will celebrate the best restora sales, street fairs and otheready reference guide to a
tions and rehabs in the are events sponsored by our affili-scheduled activities. Enjoy! an
from the past year. We will be ated organizations. To assist irwe look forward to seeing you
announcing our 2009 Mosi keeping our members abreast oéit many of these special event
Endangered List as well, shed all that is going on in the pres-
ding light on those irreplace- ervation world in St. Louis this

able St. Louis Landmarks tha Spring, we have created a cal-
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Jefferson Mansell

SLPS Considering Demolition of Mann School

On March 12, the Special
Administrative Board
(SAB) of the St. Louis Pub-
lic Schools accepted the
recommendation of Super bt
intendent Kelvin Adams to

close fourteen district SENES
schools at the end of thel
current school year, fol- &
lowed by three closures in™
2011 (lists available at
www.slps.org). This total =
figure of 17 closed schools
was a relief from the earlier
recommendation by MGT historic school buildings, the consultants' recommer
of America, Inc. to close 29 but the details are astoundeation, which hinted at pos
schools. However, one of ing: the new school slatedsible demolition of Shenanr
the most troubling provi- for south city would be built doah School (1926, Rock
sions recommended by theon the site of Mann Schoolwell Milligan) in Tower
consultants remained: the (190116, William B. Ittner) Grove East. Shenandoa
idea that the district should in Tower Grove South, ac-had been removed from th
build two new elementary cording to Dr. Adams. closure list and recomt
schools. That plan in itself mended as a neighborhog
shows a predilection Adams' recommendationschool. Dr. Adams recom
against retaining existing seemed to be a reversal from (Continued on ggag

Mann Elementary School, ca. 1901, Wm. B. Ittner, architect
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Grand-Bates Historic Suburb to be Listed in Register

The nomination of the GranBates Historic Suburb National
Register District, recently completed by Andrew Weil alo
with the help of Lindsey Derrington, has been submitted
the National Park Service for final approval. Eleventh Wal
Alderman Matt Villa, a great friend to Landmarks Associa
tion, funded the project through the Community Develop

ment Bl ock Grant program. { C
eration with Landmarks has resulted in the listing of tho
sands of buildings in the National Register in his wa
Villabdés commitment to presgs g

dends and will continue to have a positive impact on the ¢
velopment and redevelopment of south St. Louis for years&=
come. The GranBates District is roughly bounded by™== ; =2 ;
Grand Boulevard on the west, Bates Street on the north, [Tn— . ) ' —

. This handsome row of houses along Bellerive Boulevard will pbe
terstate 55 on the east, and Iron and Fillmore Streets on the included in the Grand®ates Historic Suburb district.

south; it was nominated based on patterns of historic ¢
munity planning and development. The earliest extant bui pyilt for working-class streetcar commuters, the constructic
ing in the District dates to circa 1860, though the vast majt of the Kingshighway Parkway through the area (the portion
ity of the buildings were t_)unt dqung the first three decad¢ the District was initiated in 1907 and completed by 191
of the 2" century. During this time, the neighborhoot changed the dynamics of development. Designed by no
evolved from a largely rural area at the fringe of settleme |andscape architect George Kessler (the creator of the Kar
in the city to a densely settled commuter suburb. City parkway system and t he
The District straddles two phases of historic suburb develc the parkway brought what was then a unique residential en
ment in St. Louis and reflects patterns that are typical fonmentto St. Louis, attracting upper middlass homeown-

neighborhoods that relied entirely on streetcar transit as w €S and automobile enthusiasts/commuters. Finally, in 19
as the increasing use of the automobile and bus. Devel the early implementation of bus transportation on the wests

ment became possible with the arrival of the streetcar syst Poundary of the District along Grand Boulevard fixed th
in 1893 on the Districtos heighborhood between public transportation routes, secur

following a consolidation and improvement of the system Its reputation as an enviable commuter residential district.
1899. While much of the eastern portion of the District w: Andrew Weil, Research Associate
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Wellston: Community's Colorful Past Provides Fodder for National Registe

Working with Alderman Jeffrey Boyd and the Hamilton
Heights Neighborhood Organization, Landmarks is preparing
a Multiple Property Submission document for the Wellston
region for its local commercial and ethnic significance. This
will enable clusters of commercial buildings along Martin
Luther King Drive to be nominated to the National Register,
and will open the door for potential listings for the residential
blocks to the north and south.

of all S a i #ing subwhs,iWeltoni isnperteaps th
most unusual. Unlike Maplewood, Webster Groves, Kir
wood, or even University City, Wellston never billed itself as
a bedroom community or stressed its distance from the bu E

(1%

3] . -
of the central city as a primary attraction. From the star aston Avenue looking west from Hodiamont, July 1963. Andrey

Wellston aggressively sought to promote itself as a thriving
commercial center to rival any in the Saint Louis region. D&hrou h its center and united the area. The arrival of the el

scribed more as a fistate O(‘;Lric belfc r%lonifhiéf?loroﬁdhfaré’iﬂ {obit whs tie! nt
borders, Wellston straddl eqaRd fichrandiofindd t Hrevidhdy sidegy WG Febof dr

and stretched, roughly, from west of Lucas and Hunt Road i}, 5 hurgeoning commercial district.
Saint Louis County to Hodiamont Avenue in the city. Easton
Avenue (now Martin Luther King Drive) cut easest

(Continued on 9}197

. Young, Streets & Streetcars of St. Louis: A Sentimental Journdy.




